Pt S W T '_\J_\dﬂ._-’_\.’_;

' BOSTON 2026

India Shines at Boston 2026 with Three Gold Medals
and International Literary Honours \
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Indian philately celebrated a landmark week on the world stage as exhibitors from across the
country delivered an outstanding performance at the Boston 2026 World Stamp Expo, held
from 23—30 May under the patronage of the Fédération Internationale de Philatélie (FIP).

With 49 entries—comprising 26 competitive exhibits and 23 literature entries—India recorded
the second-highest participation at the exhibition after the host nation, the United States,
underlining the country's growing strength and international standing in competitive philately.

The pinnacle of India's success came with the award of three Gold Medals. Pratisad
Neurgaonkar's exhibit Indian Airmails: 1911-1938 earned an impressive 93 points, while
Piyush Khaitan's Indian Crash Air Mails (1919-1990) secured 92 points. M. S. Santhosh
completed the golden trio with The Elephant Whisperer, which was awarded 91 points.
Together, these achievements represent one of India's strongest performances at a world
philatelic exhibition in recent years.

Pratisad Neurgaonkar Piyush Khaitan M. S. Santhosh

India's success story did not end there. In the highly competitive Single Frame class, Piyush
Khaitan's exhibit The Birth of Airmail — The First Aerial Post at Allahabad — 18 February 1911
was awarded 93 points, equalling the highest score ever achieved by an Indian exhibitor in
this category. Remarkably, the record being matched was one set by Khaitan himself at the
Dubai 2026 World Stamp Exhibition earlier this year, further reinforcing India's leadership in
aerophilatelic exhibiting.

Indian excellence was equally evident in philatelic literature. when Pratisad Neurgaonkar
was awarded the Lewandowski Award for his outstanding work India Post Cards 1949-2025,
published in 2025. Another major honour followed; Markand Dave received the prestigious
George D. Kingdom Literature Award 2025 from the American Air Mail Society for Best
Aerophilatelic Book for his publication The Rocket Mails of India — Part 1.
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By Pratisad Neurgaonkar By Markand Dave

The results at Boston 2026 continue a period of remarkable international success for India
and reaffirm the country's position among the leading philatelic nations of the world. From
pioneering aerophilately and postal history to thematic exhibiting and literature, Indian
collectors and researchers once again demonstrated their ability to compete—and excel—at
the highest global level.
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